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SYNOPSIS 

Abdul is a young refugee from Senegal, coming from a family of farmers. Five 
years ago he was forced to leave his country and his family, due to political 
reasons that endangered his life. Today, the life of the world's bee population 
is also threatened, by pollution factors. Bee My Job is a humanitarian project 
led by NGO Cambalache which integrates refugees like Abdul in the Italian 
territory, teaching them to work as beekeepers. The documentary Bee My Job 
reports Abdul's story. It tells his relationship to his native land, his 
journey through the deserts and the oceans, his confinment in a Libian jail, 
his encounter with the unknown and other cultures, and his arrival in Italy. 
Today Adbul, thanks to the support of Bee My Job, works as a beekeeper in a 
small village of the Piedmont region. Here, in this corner of Italy, he built 
for himself a new life, new friendships, and started a new job. With their 
tireless work of pollination, bees are a crucial part of the circle of life. 
Trough the observation of apiculture we understand the vital role that every 
creature plays in maintaining the balance of a system. The fertile and fruitful 
deeds of these animals convey a revolutionary message: in order to create value 
we need to leave space for contamination. Similarly, migration flows combine 
human information, guaranteeing in this manner the survival and the variety of 
human heritage through cultural contamination. Human beings and bees seem to 
share a similar condition: when one's natural habitat is attacked by external 
agents, building a new life in a different environment becomes possible. Bee My 
Job is an account of how the stories of bees and men interlace. 





FILM MAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

ELENA BRUNELLO: Elena Brunello was born in Milan in 1987 and  graduated with a Master's 
degree in American Literature at The University of Edinburgh. She has worked as a travel 
reportage journalist and lived in Milan, London, Edinburgh, France, and Greece. In 2016 
she finished her first collection of illustrated short stories which will soon be 
published. After a work experience in a refugee camp on the Greek island of Leros, she 
started getting involved with refugees-oriented projects. In 2016 she started 
collaborating with Dueotto Film production house writing subjects for their documentaries.  

PAOLO CASELLI: Paolo Caselli was born in Milan in 1993. After graduating in Architecture, 
he started working with videos and music, focusing on direction. In January 2017 he 
founded the production house Dueotto Film with his friend and colleague Francesco Ferri. 
Since 2012 he has been working at musical video clips, advertisments, documentaries, and 
several short films. 
  
FRANCESCO FERRI: Francesco Ferri was born in Milan in 1991. After graduating in Film 
Studies at Scuola Civica del Cinema, he started working with videos and cinema, focusing 
on photography. In January 2017 he founded, together with Paolo Caselli, the production 
house Dueotto Film. He has worked at short films, advertisments, music videos, 
documentaries, and interviews in Italy and Europe. 

DUEOTTO FILM: Dueotto Film is a Milan based production house founded in January 2017 by 
Paolo Caselli and Francesco Ferri. It  has produced video-interviews, advertisment, 
documentaries, and short films. Since 2013 it collaborates with Austrian director Michael 
Maschina (Ruma Entertainment) for his short films. Watch showreel at www.dueottofilm.com 

http://www.dueottofilm.com


THE PROJECT
“A Spacious Hive well stock'd with Bees, That lived in Luxury and Ease; And 
yet as fam'd for Laws and Arms, As yielding large and early Swarms; Was 
counted the great Nursery Of Sciences and Industry. No Bees had better 
Government, More Fickleness, or less Content. They were not Slaves to 
Tyranny, Nor ruled by wild Democracy; But Kings, that could not wrong, 
because Their Power was circumscrib'd by Laws. These Insects lived like Men, 
and all Our Actions they perform'd in small: They did whatever's done in 
Town, And what belongs to Sword, or Gown: Tho' th'Artful Works, by nible 
Slight; Of minute Limbs, 'scaped Human Sight Yet we've no Engines; 
Labourers, Ships, Castles, Arms, Artificers, Craft, Science, Shop, or 
Instrument, But they had an Equivalent: Which, since their Language is 
unknown, Must be call'd, as we do our own” 

      
     Bernard de Mandeville, Fable of the Bees 

The idea of making a documentary out of Bee My Job project 
came to Francesco Panella earlier last autumn. He wanted to 
tell with a short documentary the story behind the project: a 
story of integration, of migration flows, and of deep ties 
with land. Cambalache is the non-profit organisation that 
started Bee My Job: this project helps refugees and asylum 
seekers integrate into the Italian local and social fabric 
teaching them a job, that of beekeepers, which is rapidly 
disappearing from the rural scene. The final step being that 
of refugees one day being able to open their own organic 
farm. Human beings and bees tirelessy work together side by 
side impollinating and culturally contaminating populations 
and nature in order to breathe new life in their habitat. 
Elena Brunello (author of the subject), Paolo Caselli 
(director), and Francesco Ferri (director of photography)from 
Milan based production house Dueotto Film, decided to tell 
this particular story through Abdul's eyes. Inspired by 
Bernard de Mandeville Anglo-Dutch philosopher and economist 
words from his XVIIIth century work “Fable of the Bees”, 
which traces a comparison between the social structures of 
human beings and bees, the documentary tells the story of 
this corner of the Italian country side and its enriching 
journey of contamination with other cultures. Today, the 
beekeeper is a job that is rapidly disappearing. However, the 
meticulous job of bees is crucial to the survival of our 
ecosystem. The group of new beekeepers which Abdul is part of 
has learned the traditional and modern techinques of 
beekeeping and is thus giving new life to this territory.  





PRODUCTION

CAMBALACHE: Cambalache is a humanitarian association 
that promotes the hospitality and integration of 
refugees and asylum seekers since 2012. Its job consist 
in offering linguistic, cultural, legal, and health 
assistance. Cambalache is part of the SPRAR 
humanitarian assistance project led by the Municipality 
of Alessandria. The aim of Cambalache is that of 
promoting refugees integration with the local 
population, teaching asylum seekers a job and 
increasing social awareness within the civic 
population.  

BEE MY JOB: Bee My Job is an apiculture project led by 
Cambalache that promotes a respectful relation between 
man and nature. It promotes the integration of refugees 
and asylum seekers, teaching them a job and making it 
easy for them to be hired by local farms and, 
eventually, to set up their own farm-related business. 
Refugees work at the local beehive, located in 
Alessandria, and at the urban vegetable garden, taking 
care of these two places and bringing their knowledge 
to citiziens and children in schools.  

FRANCESCO PANELLA AND THE BEEKEEPERS FOR BEE MY JOB: 
Since 1975 he has been managing his farming business 
and worked as a professional beekeeper. Francesco 
Panella is the owner of the farm “Apiari degli 
Speziali”, where he performs the “nomadic breeding 
system” with circa 1,000 beehives in the Piedmont area. 
He is also a columnist and copy editor of the magazine 
L’Apis, a beekeeping-focused magazine published by 
Aspromiele. He collaborates with Slow Food and 
contributes to several trade magazines. He works as 
consultant in the beekeeping sector, as well as in the 
field of farm management and in technical support 
programs.He has been holding prominent institutional 
positions in associations and representative bodies of 
the beekeeping sector. He was elected President of 
Unaapi - Italian Union of Beekeeping Associations - in 
1996 and retained this post to 2016. In 2013 he was 
appointed President of Bee Life – European Beekeeping 
Coordination. 
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